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number is: (202) 707-6040; the telefax
number is: (202) 707-1236.

(5) Group registration. Copyright
claims in more than one restored work
may be registered as a group in the fol-
lowing circumstances:

(i) Single series title. Works published
under a single series title in multiple
episodes, installments, or issues during
the same calendar year may be reg-
istered as a group, provided the owner
of U.S. rights is the same for all epi-
sodes, installments, or issues. The
Form GATT should be used and the
number of episodes or installments
should be indicated in the title line.
The filing fee for registering a group of
such works is $30. In general, the de-
posit requirements applicable to re-
stored works will be applied to the epi-
sodes or installments in a similar fash-
ion. In the case of a weekly or daily
television series, applicants should
first contact the Performing Arts Sec-
tion of the Examining Division. The
telephone number is (202) 707-6040; the
telefax number is (202) 707-1236.

(ii) Group of related works. A group of
related works may be registered on the
Form GATT/GRP, provided the fol-
lowing conditions are met: the au-
thor(s) is the same for all works in the
group; the owner of all United States
rights is the same for all works in the
group; all works must have been pub-
lished in the same calendar year; all
works fit within the same subject mat-
ter category, i.e., literary works, musi-
cal works, motion pictures, etc.; and
there are at least two and not more
than ten individual works in the group
submitted. Applicants registering a
group of related works must file for
registration on the Form GATT/GRP.
The filing fee for registering a group of
related works is ten dollars per indi-
vidual work, with a minimum fee of
$30.

(d) Works excluded. Works which are
not copyrightable subject matter under
title 17 of the U.S. Code, other than
sound recordings fixed before February
15, 1972, shall not be registered as re-
stored copyrights.

[60 FR 50422, Sept. 29, 1995, as amended at 64
FR 12902, Mar. 16, 1999; 64 FR 29522, June 1,
1999]
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§§202.13-202.16 [Reserved]
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(a) General. This section prescribes
rules pertaining to the application for
renewal copyright under section 304(a)
of title 17 of the United States Code, as
amended by Public Law 102-307 and
Pub. L. 105-298.

(b) Definition. For purposes of this
section, the term posthumous work
means a work that was unpublished on
the date of the death of the author and
with respect to which no copyright as-
signment or other contract for exploi-
tation of the work occurred during the
author’s lifetime.

(c) Renewal registration optional. For
works originally copyrighted between
January 1, 1964 and December 31, 1977
renewal registration is optional and
not a condition for securing copyright
for the new and extended sixty-seven
year second term. As provided in Pub-
lic Law 102-307, 106 Stat. 264 (Act of
June 26, 1992), however, renewal of
copyright by registration during the
last year of the original term and re-
newal registration during the sixty-
seven year extended term of a copy-
right renewed without registration by
operation of Public Law 102-307 differ
in legal effect. Among other effects, re-
newal of copyright by registration dur-
ing the last year of the original term
vests the renewal copyright in the stat-
utory renewal claimant(s) living on the
date of registration.

(d) Original term registration.
(1) Registration of a claim to copyright
in the original twenty-eight year term
is not a pre-condition for making a re-
newal registration, provided the re-
newal application is accompanied by
an Addendum to Form RE and the de-
posit copy, phonorecord, or identifying
material specified in paragraph (h) of
this section.

(2) Original term registration can
only be made before the expiration of
the original term of copyright in the
work.

(e) Renewal time limits. (1) For works
originally copyrighted between Janu-
ary 1, 1964, and December 31, 1977,
claims to renewal copyright may be
registered within the last year of the
original term, which begins on Decem-
ber 31 of the 27th year of the copyright,

Renewals.
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and runs through December 31 of the
28th year of the copyright, or at any-
time during the extended sixty-seven
year second term, if the second term is
renewed by operation of Public Law
102-307, 106 Stat. 264. The original copy-
right term for a published work is com-
puted from the date of first publica-
tion; the term for a work originally
registered in unpublished form is com-
puted from the date of registration in
the Copyright Office. To vest the re-
newal copyright by registration, the
required renewal application, fee, and,
if original term registration has not
been made, the Addendum specified in
paragraph (h) of this section must be
received in the Copyright Office during
the prescribed period before the first
term of copyright expires. The Copy-
right Office has no discretion to extend
the renewal time limits for vesting of
the renewal copyright by registration.

(2) The provisions of paragraph (e)(1)
of this section are subject to the fol-
lowing qualification: In order to vest
the renewal copyright by registration
in any case where the year date in the
notice on copies distributed by author-
ity of the copyright owner is earlier
than the year of first publication,
claims to renewal copyright must be
registered within the last year of the
original copyright term, which begins
on December 31 of the 27th year from
the year contained in the notice, and
runs through December 31 of the 28th
year from the year contained in the no-
tice.

(3) Whenever a renewal applicant has
cause to believe that a formal applica-
tion for renewal, which is intended to
vest the renewal copyright by registra-
tion, and any accompanying Addendum
relating to subsistence of first-term
copyright, if sent to the Copyright Of-
fice by mail, might not be received in
the Copyright Office before expiration
of the time limits provided by 17 U.S.C.
304(a) for vesting of the renewal copy-
right by registration, he or she may
apply for renewal registration by tele-
graphic, telefacsimile, or similar writ-
ten communication. An application
made by this method will be accepted
only if:

(i) The message is received in the
Copyright Office within the specified
time limits for vesting by registration;

37 CFR Ch. Il (7-1-03 Edition)

(ii) The applicant adequately identi-
fies the work involved, the date of first
publication or original registration,
the name and address of the renewal
claimant, and the statutory basis of
the renewal claim;

(iii) The fee for renewal registration,
if not already on deposit, is received in
the Copyright Office before the time
for renewal registration has expired;
and

(iv) A formal application for renewal
(Form RE) (or a fax copy) and in the
case of works under paragraph (h) of
this section, an accompanying Adden-
dum relating to the subsistence of
first-term copyright are also received
in the Copyright Office before April 1 of
the following year.

(f) Renewal claimants. (1) Except as
otherwise provided by paragraphs (f) (2)
and (3) of this section, renewal claims
may be registered only in the name(s)
of the eligible person(s) falling within
one of the following classes of renewal
claimants specified in section 304(a) of
the copyright law. If the work was a
new version of a previous work, re-
newal may be claimed only in the new
matter. If the renewal claim is sub-
mitted during the last year of the
original term of copyright, the renewal
must be made in the name(s) of the
statutory claimant(s) entitled to claim
the renewal on the date the renewal
claim is submitted to the Copyright Of-
fice for registration. If the renewal
claim is submitted during the sixty-
seven year renewal term, the renewal
claim can only be registered in the
name(s) of the statutory claimant(s)
entitled to claim the renewal on the
last day (December 31st) of the original
term of copyright.

(i) In the case of any posthumous
work or of any periodical, encyclo-
pedia, or other composite work upon
which the copyright was originally se-
cured by the proprietor thereof, the re-
newal claim may be registered in the
name of the proprietor;

(if) In the case of any work copy-
righted by a corporate body (otherwise
than as assignees or licensees of the in-
dividual author) or by an employer for
whom such work is made for hire, the
renewal claim may be registered in the
name of the proprietor; and
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(iii) In the case of any other copy-
righted work, including a contribution
by an individual author to a periodical
or to a cyclopedic or other composite
work, the renewal claim may be reg-
istered in the name(s) of the following
person(s) in descending order of eligi-
bility:

(A) The author of the work, if still
living;

(B) The widow, widower, or children
of the author, if the author is not liv-
ing;

(C) The author’s executors, if there is
a will and neither the author nor any
widow, widower, or child of the author
is living;

(D) The author’s next of kin, in the
absence of a will and if neither the au-
thor nor any widow, widower, or child
of the author is living.

(2) The provisions of paragraph (f)(1)
of this section are subject to the fol-
lowing qualification: Notwithstanding
the definition of ‘“‘posthumous work”
in paragraph (b) of this section, a re-
newal claim may be registered in the
name of the proprietor of the work, as
well as in the name of the appropriate
claimant under paragraph (f)(1)(iii) of
this section, in any case where a con-
tract for exploitation of the work but
no copyright assignment in the work
has occurred during the author’s life-
time. However, registration by the
Copyright Office in this case should not
be interpreted as evidencing the valid-
ity of the claim.

(3) The provisions of paragraphs
Q) (iii) (C) and (D) of this section are
subject to the following qualifications:

(i) In any case where:

(A) The author has left a will which
names no executor;

(B) The author has left a will which
names an executor who cannot or will
not serve in that capacity; or

(C) The author has left a will which
names an executor who has been dis-
charged upon settlement of the estate
or removed before the estate has been
completely administered, the renewal
claim may be registered either in the
name of an administrator cum
testamento annexo (administrator c.t.a.)
or an administrator de bonis non cum
testamento annexo (administrator
d.b.n.c.t.a.) so appointed by a court of
competent jurisdiction.

§202.17

(ii) In any case described in para-
graph (f)(3)(i) of this section, except in
the case where the author has left a
will without naming an executor and a
court appointed administrator c.t.a. or
administrator d.b.n.c.t.a. is in exist-
ence at the time of renewal registra-
tion, the renewal claim also may be
registered in the name of the author’s
next of kin. However, registration by
the Copyright Office of the conflicting
renewal claims in these cases should
not be interpreted as evidencing the
validity of either claim.

(g) Application for renewal registration.
(1) Each application for renewal reg-
istration shall be submitted on Form
RE. Copies of Form RE, and if applica-
ble, the Addendum to Form RE, are
available free upon request to the Pub-
lic Information Office, United States
Copyright Office, Library of Congress,
Washington, DC 20559.

(2)(i) An application for renewal reg-
istration may be submitted by any eli-
gible statutory renewal claimant as
specified in paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion or by the duly authorized agent of
any such claimant.

(ii) An application for renewal reg-
istration shall be accompanied by the
appropriate fee, as required in §201.3(c).
The application shall contain the infor-
mation required by the form and its ac-
companying instructions, and shall in-
clude a certification. The certification
shall consist of:

(A) A designation of whether the ap-
plicant is the renewal claimant, or the
duly authorized agent of such claimant
(whose identity shall also be given);

(B) The handwritten signature of
such claimant or agent, accompanied
by the typewritten or printed name of
that person;

(C) A declaration that the statements
made in the application are correct to
the best of that person’s knowledge;
and

(D) The date of certification.

(iii) In the case of an application for
renewal registration of a work for
which no original registration was
made, the application shall be accom-
panied by an Addendum and deposit
material in accordance with paragraph
(h) of this section.

(3) Once a renewal registration has
been made, the Copyright Office will
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not accept a duplicate application for
renewal registration on behalf of the
same renewal claimant.

(h) Addendum for an unregistered
work—(1) Content. If original term reg-
istration is not timely made for a
work, the renewal application Form
RE must be accompanied by an Adden-
dum to Form RE which must contain
the following information:

(i) The title of the work;

(ii) The name of the author(s);

(iii) The date of first publication of
the work;

(iv) The place of first publication of
the work;

(v) The citizenship of the author(s)
on the date of first publication of the
work;

(vi) The domicile of the author(s) on
the date of first publication of the
work;

(vii) An averment that, at the time of
first publication, all the copies of the
work published under the authority of
the author or other copyright propri-
etor bore the copyright notice required
by the Copyright Act of 1909, title 17 of
the United States Code in effect on De-
cember 31, 1977, and that United States
copyright subsists in the work; and

(viii) For works of United States ori-
gin which were subject to the manufac-
turing provisions of section 16 of the
Copyright Act of 1909 as it existed at
the time the work was published, the
Addendum must also contain informa-
tion about the country of manufacture
and the manufacturing processes.

(2) Signature. The Addendum must
contain the handwritten signature of
the renewal claimant or the duly au-
thorized agent of the renewal claimant.
The signature shall (i) be accompanied
by the printed typewritten name of the
person signing the Addendum and by
the date of the signature; and (ii) shall
be immediately preceded by the fol-
lowing printed or typewritten state-
ment in accordance with section 1746 of
title 28 of the United States Code:

I certify under penalty of perjury under
the laws of the United States of America
that the foregoing is true and correct.

(3) Deposit requirement for an unregis-
tered work. In addition to the Adden-
dum to Form RE, an application for re-
newal registration of a work for which
no original term registration is made

37 CFR Ch. Il (7-1-03 Edition)

must be accompanied by one copy or
phonorecord or identifying material of
the work as first published in accord-
ance with the deposit requirements set
out in 8§202.20 and 202.21 of the Copy-
right Office regulations for basic reg-
istration.

(4) Waiver of the deposit requirement.
In a case where the renewal applicant
asserts that it is either physically im-
possible or otherwise an undue hard-
ship to satisfy the deposit require-
ments of §§202.20 and 202.21, the Copy-
right Office, at its discretion, may,
upon receipt of an acceptable expla-
nation of the inability to submit such
copy or identifying material, permit
the deposit of the following in the de-
scending order of preference:

(i) A reprint, photocopy, or identi-
fying reproduction of the work as first
published; or

(ii)(A) A photocopy of the title page
of the work as first published;

(B) A photocopy of the page of the
work as first published bearing the
copyright notice;

(C) A specification as to the location,
relative to each other, of the title and
notice pages of the work as first pub-
lished, if the pages are different; and

(D) A brief description of the copy-
rightable content of the work, which is
sufficient to enable the Copyright Of-
fice to examine the work. The Exam-
ining Division of the Copyright Office
may request deposit of additional de-
scriptive material if the original sub-
mission is inadequate.

[57 FR 60483, Dec. 21, 1992, as amended at 64
FR 29522, June 1, 1999; 64 FR 36575, July 7,
1999; 65 FR 39819, June 28, 2000; 66 FR 24267,
May 14, 2001; 66 FR 34373, June 28, 2001; 66 FR
40322, Aug. 2, 2001]

§202.18 [Reserved]

§202.19 Deposit of published copies or
phonorecords for the Library of
Congress.

(a) General. This section prescribes
rules pertaining to the deposit of cop-
ies and phonorecords of published
works for the Library of Congress
under section 407 of title 17 of the
United States Code, as amended by
Pub. L. 94-553. The provisions of this
section are not applicable to the de-
posit of copies and phonorecords for
purposes of copyright registration
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