n“- Glossary

Arteries—Vesselsthat carry blood away from the heart.
BoneM arrow — Substancein the bone cavity that isimportant in the production of red and white blood cells.

Brain death —Total cessation of brain function, including brain stem function. Thereisno oxygen or blood flow to
thebrainand thebrain no longer functionsin any manner and will never function again.

Cadavericorgan —An organ removed from adeceased person and used to replace adiseased or failed organina
recipient. Itispossiblefor asingle deceased donor to save or help many people.

Cardiac death —Absence of heart beat with no chancefor resuscitation.

Coma—Any state of unconsciousness, whether permanent or temporary. Not the same asbrain death.
Cornea—Trangparent covering of theeye.

Cyclospor ine—Immunosuppressivedrug that hel ps prevent organ rejection.

Dialysis— Processthat removestoxic materialsfrom the blood and maintainsthe fluid and salt balance of the body.
Donor —A person who givesorgansor tissuesfor transplantation.

Donor card —A card indicating one sdesireto be an organ or tissue donor.

Donor registry —A database of individual swho have designated themsel ves as organ and tissue donors, which can
be accessed when adeath occursto determine the deceased’ s donation wishes.

End-stagerenal disease—Occurswhen thekidneysareno longer ableto function at alevel that isnecessary for
day-to-day life.

Fir st per son consent — Term often popularly used to describelawsthat providethat when aperson dieshaving
indicated adecisionto beadonor through specified methods, OPOs must honor the donor’ sintentionsand family
consent isnot necessary prior to donation.

Heart —Organthat circulatesblood to the body’scells.

Immunosuppressivedrug—Chemical agent that suppressesthe body’ stendency to reject foreign e ements.

I nsulin —Hormone produced by the pancreas; regul ates glucose metabolism.

Kidneys—Organsrespons blefor removing toxic substancesfrom the blood and maintaining fluid and salt balance.

Life-enhancing—Enhancestherecipient’soveral heath and life; refersto tissuesand organs.
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L iver —Organ responsiblefor the conversion of nutrientsinto usable substances.

Living donor —A living person who donates akidney, or part of an organ, to another person. Thiscould beafriend
or relative of therecipient or adonor who wishesto remain anonymous.

L ungs—Organsresponsiblefor gasexchange.

NOTA —TheNationa Organ Transplant Act of 1984 outlawed the sale of human organsand tissues, and initiated
the devel opment of anationa system for organ sharing.

OPO —Organ procurement organization, aFederaly designated nonprofit organi zation responsiblefor coordinating
organ donation and educating the public about donation in aspecific geographical area.

OPTN —Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network, the national computer network that matches donated
organswith recipients. OPTN'’s purposeisto promote, facilitate, and scientifically advance organ procurement and
trangplantation on anationa scale.

Organ procurement coor dinator —Typically aregistered nursewith critical careexperience. The coordinator is
respons blefor maintaining the donor, ass sting with organ recovery, and coordinating placement of organsfor

transplant.

Pancr eas— Organ that secretesdigestiveenzymesaswel | asinsulinfor blood sugar metabolism.
Recipient —A person who receivesan organ or tissuetransplant.

R ection —Process by which the body’ simmune system recognizes atranspl anted tissue or organ asforeign and
triesto destroy it.

Scientific Registry of Transplant Recipients—A database of post-transplant information administered by anot-
for-profit health research organization. The database supportsthe ongoing eval uation of advancesin transplant
surgery techniquesand organ preservation, improvementsin matching donor organswith recipients, and devel op-
mentsinimmunosuppressivetherapiesin order to reducethe size of thewaiting list and to improvetransplant out-
COmes.

Tendons— Strong, nonel astic bands of tissuethat connect muscleto bone.

Tissue—A genera termfor transplantable parts of the body other than organs; includes bones, tendons, ligaments,
corneas, heart valves, skin, veins, and somenerves.

Tissuetyping—Thelaboratory procedureto determinethe HL A or genetic makeup of an organ donor.

Transplantation — Transfer of an organ or tissue from one person’sbody into another person’sbody toreplacea
diseased or failed organ or tissue.

Veins—Vesselsthat carry blood back to the heart from the body or lungs.

Waiting list —A nationa computerized list of patientswho arewaiting for organ transplants.
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