Social Sudies L esson: Donation Debate
A Critical-Thinking Activity

Concepts

e Federd donationandtrangplantation guiddinespromote policiesthat ensurethat scarce
organsaredlocated inaway that isfair and equitable.

e  Decidingwho receivesdonated organsisnot dwaysacl ear-cut issueand involvesmany
difficult policy decisonspremised onsocietd interactionsamong individua s, groups, and
inditutions

o Agpectsof scienceand technology haveanimpact onhow society dlocatesscarce
resources.

Overview

Students are asked to decide who should receive adonated organ in various scenarios
inwhich therearetwo potentia recipients, but only one organ. Studentsformulate and
defend their decisionsbeforelearning how these decisionswould be made under current
organ donation policies. Studentsarethen given the opportunity to evaluate these
policiesand suggest possiblepolicy changes.

| nstructional Objectives

By formulating an argument with the ass stance of agraphic organizer and participating
inafollow-up discussion, sudentswill show—
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e anunderstanding of why lawsand policiesare needed to govern organ and tissue
donationandtrangplantation.

o theability toevauateorgandlocation policieson donation and trangplantation.

e anunderstanding of how to defend apositioninadebateor inwriting.

Decision: Donation 87



AV}

88 Decision: Donation

Social Sudies L esson: Donation Debate

| ntroduction

Federa and State lawsregul ate numerous aspects of the organ donation process. While
most mediaattention focuseson theindividual decision to donate organs, another important
decision revolvesaround the recipientsof donated organs. Deciding who receives donated
organsisnot awaysaclear-cut issueand often involves many difficult policy decisions.
Theorganization respons blefor formul ating organ alocation policiesisthe Organ Procure-
ment and Transplantation Network (OPTN).

The OPTN isaprivate, non-profit organization that linksprofessiona sinvolvedinthe
donation and trangpl antation system. (All organ procurement organi zations and transplant
programsthat receive organsfrom deceased donors are required to belong to the OPTN.)
Congress established the OPTN when it passed the National Organ Transplant Act of
1984 (NOTA) and provided that the OPTN be administered under aFederal contract.
Currently, the OPTN isadministered by the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNQYS),
based in Richmond, Virginia, under acontract with the Heal th Resources and Services
Adminigtration of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

The OPTN devel ops consensus-based policiesand proceduresfor organretrieval, distri-
bution (allocation), and transportation within aframework of goalsand objectives estab-
lished by Federa regulation. Thetwo primary goalsof the OPTN areto increasethe—

o dffectivenessandefficiency of organ sharingand equity inthenationa systemof organ
dlocation.

e  supply of donated organsavailablefor trangplantation.

You canlearn moreabout OPTN organ alocation policiesby visiting:
www.optn.org/policiesAndBylaws/policies.asp.

Thislesson provides studentswith various scenariosin which therearetwo potential
recipients, but only one organ available. Students are asked to decide who should receive
the donated organ. Studentsformul ate and defend their decisionsbeforelearning how
these decisionswould be made under OPTN policieson organ allocation. Findly, students
aregiventhe opportunity to evaluate these policiesand offer possible changes. (For more
information on how the organ alocation systemworks, seeTheWaitingList.)



AV}

Social Sudies L esson: Donation Debate

Procedure

Thislesson offersfivedifferent scenariosin which two people—bothin need of alife-
saving organ transpl ant—woul d each be acompatibl e reci pient for the same donated
organ. Thequestion posed to studentsin each scenariois: Who should receive the do-
nated organ and why? Set out bel ow arethree optionsfor structuring your classto debate
these questions.

Option #1: Dividetheclassintoten groups. Assign oneof theten peopledepictedinthe
five scenariosto each group, so that for each scenario thereisone group defending each
position. Provide adebate organizer to each student and an additiona debate organizer
for thegroup. Explainto studentsthat they areto usethe organizer to formulateand
support an argument supporting their choice. After studentscompletetheir group’s
organizer, havethem conduct ashort debatein front of the classwith the group with the
opposing position. After each debate, explain to students how such acasewould be
decided under current policies. Engage studentsin adiscussion of whether they think
these policiesare effectivein ensuring that donated organs go to the most appropriate
candidatesor if these policies should be changed.

Option #2: Dividetheclassintofivegroupsand assign each group to adifferent sce-
nario. Provide adebate organi zer to each student and one debate organi zer transparency
to the group. Have each group decide collectively who they think should receivethe
donated organ and fill out their organi zer transparency tojustify their position. Haveeach
group usethe overhead projector to present to the classthe position they took and their
argumentsin support of their position. After each presentation, inform studentswhich way
each casewould be decided under current policies. Engage studentsin adiscussion of
whether they think these policiesare effectivein ensuring that donated organsgo to the
most appropriate candidates or if these policies should be changed.

Option #3: Randomly assign each student to one of thefive scenarios. Provide each
student with adebate organi zer and ask studentsto formulatetheir own position and
individualy fill out the organizer. For each person depi cted in the scenari os, ask astudent
who hastaken the position of that person to read the scenario aloud and explain hisor her
decision (and justificationsfor that decision) to the class. Provide studentswith the
Donation Scenario Outcomes so students can see how these difficult decisionswould be
decided under current policies. Asanin-classor homework assignment, ask studentsto
writeapersuasive essay eval uating theway these policiesdeterminetheallocation of
donated organs.
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ClassDiscusson

Thefollowing questionsmay serveasaguidefor thediscussion:

e What would happenif peopleweredlowed to buy organsfrom organ procurement organi-
zationsor individuds?

e Why hasthe Federd government created an entity to set policieson how scarce organswill
bedlocated?

e Dowedthy or famousindividuashavewaysof obtaining donated organsthat areunavail-
abletomost Americans?

e Wouldit beaninfringement of individud rightsif wechanged thedonation policy sothat dl
peoplearedonorsunlessthey sign acard saying they do not want to donate?

¢ |f moreor fewer organswereavailablefor transplantation, do you think current organ
alocation policieswoul d bechanged?
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Donation Scenarios

Scenario#1: Michael, a23-year-old male, isserving thethird year of a20-year jail sentencefor three armed robber-
iesand needsalung transplant. Michael hasbeen onthewaiting list for 4 years. Roberta, a30-year-old teacher and
mother of four, also needsalung transplant and hasbeen on thewaiting list for 2 years. An organ procurement organi-
zation (OPO) hasidentified alung that matchesboth Michagl and Roberta. Michagl and Robertaareequaly ill. Who
doyou believemost probably would receivethe organinthissituation?

Scenario#2: Carmella, a45-year-old billionaire CEO of acomputer software company, recently discovered she
needsaheart transplant. She has of fered an organ procurement organi zation (OPO) $30 millioniif she receivesaheart
transplant immediately. Martha, a33-year-old receptionist, al so needs aheart transplant and hasbeen on thewaiting
list for oneyear. The OPO hasjust identified aheart matching both Carmellaand Martha. Marthaissicker than
Carmella. Who do you think most probably would receivethe organ in thissituation?

Scenario#3: Prestonisa35-year-old maleliving with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). Can he beplaced onthe
waiting list toreceivealiver for transplantation?

Scenario#4: Sophia, a73-year-old retired nursewho needsakidney transplant, hasbeen onawaiting list for a
kidney for 2 years. Navid, a21-year-old college student, also needs akidney transplant and has also been onthe
waiting list for 2 years. An organ procurement organi zation (OPO) hasjust identified akidney matching both Sophia
and Navid. Sophiaand Navid areequaly ill. Who do you think most probably would receivetheorganinthissitua-
tion?

Scenario#5: Kevin, athree-time scoring champion and recent Most Valuable Player of the National Basketball
Associationwho is29 yearsold, hasrecently been diagnosed with apancreatic disorder and placed onawaiting list
for an organ transplant. Jason, a31-year-old security guard, hasasimilar pancreatic disorder and has been onthe
waiting list for three years. An organ procurement organization (OPO) hasjust identified apancreas matching both
Kevinand Jason. Kevinand Jason areequally ill. Who do you think most probably would receivetheorganinthis
gtuaion?
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Scenario Outcomes Under Current Organ Allocation Policies

Scenario#1: 23-year-old maleprisoner and 30-year-old femaleteacher and mother

In 1976, the Supreme Court ruled that States cannot bar prisonersfrom accessto health care, which wouldinclude
organ transplants, without violating the Eighth Amendment (“ Excessivebail shal not berequired, nor excessivefines
imposed, nor cruel and unusua punishmentsinflicted”). The OPTN/UNOS Ethics Committee has stated “ Convicted
criminalshave been sentenced only to aspecific punishment, and have not been sentenced by society to an additional
punishment of aninability to receive considerationfor medica services.” Thus, whileboth patientsareequally ill,
Michadl, the 23-year-old prisoner would most likely receive the organ over Robertathe 30-year-old teacher and
mother because he hasbeen onthewaiting list longer.

Scenario#2: Billionaireoffers$30 million for preferential treatment

TheNationa Organ Transplant Act of 1984 madeitillega to buy or sell human organs. Although the $30 million
would be going to agood cause, thismoney cannot be accepted inreturn for preferential treatment. Whileboth
patientsareequdly ill, Marthahasbeen onthewaiting list longer and would most likely receive the organ.

Scenario#3: 35-year-old livingwith HIV virus

Thereisno specificlegidation dealing withtheright of HIV patientsto obtain donated organsandtissues. The OPTN/
UNOS Ethics Committee has stated that “ transplantation shoul d be carefully considered if the candidate’ sreasonable
lifeexpectancy issignificantly shorter than the reasonably expected ‘ life span’ of thetransplanted organ.” Inan on-line
article, CNN correspondent Don K napp reportsthat AI1DS patients started becoming eligiblefor transplantsin 1997.
Knapp reportsthat hospitals“ give organ transplants only to those Al1DS patientswho have prospectsfor agood
qualify of lifefor alongtime.” If Preston’s physiciansbelieve heisagood candidateto receivealiver transplant, he
can belisted.

Scenario#4: 73-year-old and 21-year-old both need akidney transplant

Thereisno agelimit for individual sto receive organ and tissue transpl ants. The OPTN/UNOS Ethics Committee has
stated that “ transpl antation should be carefully considered if the candidate’ sreasonablelife expectancy issignificantly
shorter than thereasonably expected ‘lifespan’ of thetransplanted organ.” Thereisno clear recipient in thisscenario.
Thedecision of who should get the donated organ would be resol ved by following OPTN allocation policiesthat
provideaformulatoweigh al characteristics, such astimeonwaiting list, medical condition of both potentia recipi-
ents, and geographic proximity to thedonor.

Scenario #5: NBA basketball star needsa pancreastransplant

According to United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS), “ Factors such asrace, gender, age, income, or celebrity
statusare never considered when determining who receivesan organ.” According to thisreasoning, aprofessiona
athlete, who has celebrity status, should not be given preferential trestment in thisscenario. The organ would be
allocated accordingtothe OPTN allocation policies.
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