U- S- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIORY Sublect Number:

REG 21-1

MINING
gg&‘fﬁfﬁ%gnsg&l: EAN%ERCEH%T T

DIRECTIVES SYSTEM > a® 1 71

Subject: Fir?ngs and ns for Revisions and Renewals of Federal Permits

Apprﬂi%_/w_, et \_‘Zr*——ﬁg[— [ Titte: Director

I
!

To cXarify requ{i;EEnts for tompliance with the HNational Envirgnmental Policy
Acti/ {NEPA} for making findings and determinations for revisions and renewals
of Federal permits, the following changes are made.

Paragraph {hange
J.a. Replace the third sentence of the introductory paragraph which

reads "National Environmental Policy fct {MNEPA) compliance
requirements do not apply to permit renewals" with "In most cases,
the environmental impacts of continued mining under a permit
renewal will have been adequately analyzed in a previous
environmental document. Thus, for Hational Environmental Policy
Act {MEPA) compliance, only a categorical exclusion determination
is required for permit renewals as long as none of the 10
exceptions listed in 516 OM 2, Appendix 2 in the OSM NEPA Handbook
Appendix II1 apply. An example of a categorical exclusion
determination is given in Appendix 1 of this directive. Consult
section 2.A. of the 0SM NEPA Handbook {(Directive REG-1) for
further guidance on appropriate NEPA compliance documentation and
circumstances where a categorical exclusion under 516 DM 6,
Appendix 8, part 8.4.8B.(11} is not appropriate for permit
renewals."

3.h.(1) Replace the last sentence of this paragraph which reads "NEPA
compliance requirements do not apply to minor revisions" with "The
approved application for a2 coal mining permit has already been
subject to NEPA compliance. In most cases, a minar permit
revision does not alter the original environmental document
findings. In those instances where the environmental impacts are
adequately analyzed in a previous environmental assessment (EA)
for the mining operation, an envirconmental reevaluation and
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI} i{s sufficient NEPA
documentation, provided that the FONSI s based on adequate
analysis in the EA to justify its findings. An example of an
environmental reevaluation and FONSI is given in Appendix 3 of
this directive. Consult section Z.A, of the O3M NEPA Handbook
{Directive REG-1} for further guidance on appropriate NEPA
compliance documentation.”
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Paragraph Change
5. Change "OSMRE, 1981" to "Directive REG-1, 0SM NEPA Handbook,
1989."

Appendix 1 TInsert as a separate section before the paragraph that begins with
the word "Therefore” the following:

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION

This permit renewal action has been reviewed by O5M, and it has been
determined to be categorically excluded from further environmental
documentation under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 according to
the Department of the Imterior (BOI) Departmental Manual, 516 DM &, Appendix
8, section 8.4.B.(11}, since none of the exceptions listed in the DOl
Departmental Manual, 516 DM 2, Appendix 2.1 to 2.10 apply to its
implementation, The categorical exclusion applies because this is a B-year
permit renewal of life-of-mine plans under {the Federal lands program or the
Federal program for {Name State}) where the environmental impacts of continued
mining have been adequately analyzed in a previous environmental document for
the mining operation. ({Cite the previous environmental document.}

Appendix 3 Insert as a separate section before the paragraph that begins with
the word "Therefore" the following:

ENYIRONMENTAL REEYALUATION AND FINDING OF MO STGNIFICANT IMPACT

This permit revision action has been reviewed by 05M, and it has been
determined that it involves a decision for a minor revision to a permit where
the environmental impacts of the permit approval have heen adequately analyzed
in a previous environmental document for the mining operation, and the actions
propased in the minor revision do not change the environmental impacts. The
discussion of environmental impacts in {cite the previous environmental
document) remain current and adequate for OSM to take action on this permit
revision for the following reasons: {See p.2-41, Attachment 2.3, Section C.
Reasons, in the DSM NEPA Handbook for guidance on reasons.)



