
9 FAM 41.61  Procedural Notes 
(TL:VISA-521;   02-12-2003) 

9 FAM 41.61 PN1  Limitations on Visa for Which Bond 
Has Been Required  

9 FAM 41.61 PN1.1  Visas Limited When Bond Required 
(TL:VISA-521;   02-12-2003) 

Consular officers should limit visas for which a bond has been required 
and posted to one entry and 6 months validity. This will enable INS to 
cancel bonds upon request without communicating with the visa-issuing 
post.  

9 FAM 41.61 PN1.2  INS Notified When Visa Canceled  
(TL:VISA-323;   10-10-2001) 

In some cases the sponsor may request, prior to the alien’s departure, 
that the alien’s visa be canceled in order to withdraw the bond. The 
consular officer, after physically canceling the visa, should notify by letter 
the INS office at which the bond was posted so that the bond may be 
canceled and the money released. The letter should contain the applicant’s 
full name, date and place of birth, nationality, the amount of the bond, the 
applicant’s “A” serial number (shown on INS notification of bond posting), 
and the date on which the visa was actually canceled. An appropriate 
notation should be made on the reverse of Form DS-156, Nonimmigrant 
Visa Application.  

9 FAM 41.61 PN2  Full Validity Student Visas Issued 
(TL:VISA-323;   10-10-2001) 

As a rule, F-1 and M-1 visas issued to qualified applicants, other than 
those described in PN1, should be issued with validity in accordance with 
the appropriate host-country reciprocity schedule.  (See 9 FAM Part IV  
Appendix C and 22 CFR 41.112 N1 and N6.)  
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9 FAM 41.61 PN3  English Language Ability 
(TL:VISA-323;   10-10-2001) 

a. If a school has admitted an applicant on the basis of the applicant's 
TOEFL or other English language test scores, the officer should not 
reevaluate the school's decision, even if the applicant seems to know less 
English than the TOEFL score indicates, unless the officer suspects the 
applicant obtained the results through fraud.  Many students do well on the 
TOEFL, but seem to forget their English when confronted with a face-to-
face interview with a consular officer. 

b. If the school is aware of a student's lack of English proficiency and 
has made arrangements for the student to study English before enrolling in 
regular courses, then the lack of English skills is not relevant. 


