
ABSTRACT 

In recent years, the numbers of Canada geese that nest and/or reside predominantly within the 

conterm inous U nited S tates (reside nt Can ada gee se) have u ndergo ne dram atic pop ulation g rowth 

and have increased to levels that are increasingly coming into conflict with people and human 

activities an d causin g person al and p ublic pr operty dam age in m any parts o f the cou ntry. Con flicts 

between geese and people affect or damage several types of resources, including property, human 

health and safety, agriculture, and natural resources. This document evaluates alternative strategies 

to reduce, manage, and control resident Canada goose populations in the continental United States 

and to reduce related damage s. The objective of this DEIS is to provide a regulatory mechan ism 

that wou ld allow S tate and lo cal agenc ies, other F ederal ag encies, an d group s and in dividu als to 

respond to damage co mplaints or damages by resident Can ada geese. This DE IS is a 

comprehensive programmatic plan intended to guide and direct resident Canada goose population 

growth and management activities in the conterminous United States. We have analyzed seven 

management alternatives: 1) No Action; 2) Increase Use of Nonlethal Control and Management 

(no currently permitted activities); 3) Increase Use of Nonlethal Control and Management 

(continued  permitting of tho se activities generally consid ered nonleth al); 4) New R egulatory 

Options to Expand Hunting M ethods and Opportunities; 5) Integrated Depredation Order 

Manag ement (con sisting of an Airp ort Depred ation Order, a  Nest and E gg Depre dation Ord er, a 

Agricultural Depredation Order, and a Public Health Depredation Order); 6) State Empowerment 

(PRO POS ED A CTIO N); and  7) Gen eral Dep redation  Order.  Alterna tives were  analyzed  with 

regard to their potential impacts on resident Canada geese, other w ildlife species, natural resources, 

special status species, so cioeconom ics, historical resources, an d cultural resou rces. The D raft 

Enviro nmen tal Impact S tatemen t will have  a 90-da y comm ent perio d. We  will consid er all pub lic 

comments received during the comment period in preparation of the Final Environmental Impact 

Statem ent. 
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