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Successesof BLM hazardousfuelsprojects...

Next thecountieswork onidentifying communitiesat-risk fromwildfireand describing
thefirethreat. Thelandscapessurroundingthecommunitiesaredividedinto A-
polygonswherenofireisdesired and B-Polygonswherefireunder current conditionsis
highly undesirabl ebut wherefuel smanagement could reducethrest. Inthisway, the
countiesestablish prioritiesfor hazard mitigationinthewildland urbaninterfaceand
begintotakeownershipinwildfirepreparednessand hazard mitigation. Thecounty fire
planswill help BLM managersestablish prioritiesfor hazard mitigationwork onpublic
lands.

Thegoal isto encourageparticipantstoreturntotheir countiesand beginthe
comprehensivecountywidefireplanning processin cooperationwiththefedera and
stateagencies. Participantshave been enthusiastic. Somehavecometotheworkshops
believingthat they had adequatefire plansin placeonly torecognizethat they have
muchtodo. BLM, USFS, and Colorado State Forest Serviceresourcesare made
availableto countiesto hel pthem completetheir plans. Theseincludedatasets, maps,
training, andtechnical assistance. TheBLM in Colorado plansto makefunding
availabletoass st countieswith comprehensivefireplanning againthisyesr.

Contact: Ronald W. Hodgson (303) 289 3851
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Upper Columbia-Salmon Clearwater District
Coeur d’ Alene Field Office— BLM

M echanical/RX FireFuelsTreatments

TheBureau of Land Management Coeur d’ AleneField Officeinnorthern ldahofaces
thechalengeof avariety of fuel typesand conditions. Traditionally, fuelsspecialists
haverelied upon prescribedfireastheir primary tool for treatments. However, these
treatmentsdid not adequatel y addressthe many diverseresource management i ssuesof
thepanhandlearea, such aswildland-urbaninterfaceareas, hightimber resourcevalues,
recreation, visual impact areasand heavy fuel loadings. Theseissuescall for avariety of
fuel streatment types. By combining mechanica work withfall and spring burning, they
havebeen abletotreat moreareasinlesstime, whilesuccessfully achieving resource
management obj ectivesand reducing riskinthewildland-urbaninterfacearess.
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Thephotoshereshow thedifferent
typesof mechanical and prescribed
firetreatmentsontwo recent
projects—Windy Bay and
Huckleberry/LongMountain.
Windy Bay isa180-acreparcel on
theshoreof LakeCoeur d' Alene.
It containsaboater access
campground, urban-interfaceand
heavy fuel loads. Thefuel loads
were caused by pasticestorm
damageand poor forest health.
Thevariousfud treatmentsapplied
includemechanical brushbusting/
dashbusting; handdashingand
piling; lop and scatter; and broadcast and pile
burning. TheHuckleberry/LongMountain
project coversover 600 acresandincludesa
largeportion of ahelicopter loggingarea. The
projectisbeing conductedinconjunctionawith
timber sale. Theprimary fuelstreatment tobe
applied consistsof hand dashing combined with
machinepiling.

Thepilingand clearing of fuel providesa
greater burningwindow whilestill achieving
resourceobjectives. Thisapproachaso
dramatically reducesrisk and allowsprojectsto
becompletedinatimely manner. Waitingfor
proper weather and fuel conditionsunder
narrower burning windowscan set projects

Machine piling logging slash and
back monthsand evenyears. Thework was hazardous fuels.

accomplished by local contractors, which meets

anobjectiveof theNational FirePlan. Although contracting substantially raisesthecost
of these projects, many risksthat accompany theuseof fireareeliminated, and more
optionsareavailablefor theretention of |eavetreesthat woul d not withstand the use of
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fire. Thedurationof the
effectivenessof thetreatment must
alsobeconsidered. Treatmentsin
theseheavy fud typesareoften
effectivefor 40-60years. In
addition, themechanical work can
oftenbecompletedinamore
timely manner, whichalowstight
planning schedul esfor tree, scrub
and grassplanting and other
restorationactivities.

Winter burning of dash piles, Huckleberry/
Long Mountain project.

Bay project after mechanical thinning.





