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FSA County Committee Election

The United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program informa-
tion (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-
2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call (202)
720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal
employment opportunity employer.

You and Your Committee

The election of responsible agricul-
tural producers to FSA county
committees is important to ALL
farmers and ranchers with large or
small operations.  It is crucial that
every eligible producer take part in
this election because county
committees are a direct link be-
tween the farm community and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Committee members are a critical
component of the day-to-day
operations of FSA.  They help
deliver FSA farm programs at the
local level.  Farmers who serve on
committees help decide the kind of
programs their counties will offer.
They work to make FSA agricultural
programs serve the needs of local
producers.

Committees make decisions on:

■ commodity price support loans
and payments;

■ establishment of allotments and
yields;

■ conservation programs;
■ incentive, indemnity, and disas-

ter payments for some com-
modities; and

■ other farm disaster assistance.

Nominate and vote for
farmers of your choice

FSA committees operate within
official regulations designed to carry
out Federal laws.  Committee
members apply their judgment and
knowledge to make local decisions.

Important Dates

July 15, 2004
Request nomination forms from
the local FSA office and begin
nominations.

September 3, 2004
Last day to file nomination
forms.

November 8, 2004
Ballots mailed to eligible voters.

December 6, 2004
Last day to return voted ballots.

January 1, 2005
Elected committee members
and alternates take office.

Who Can Vote

Farm owners, operators, tenants,
and sharecroppers of legal voting
age can vote if they are eligible to
participate in any FSA program.
Check with your local FSA office for
voting requirements and eligibility.

Nominations

A nomination form signed by the
nominee is needed to nominate a
candidate.  The form includes a
statement that the candidate
agrees to serve if elected.

The nomination form (FSA -669A) is
available at local FSA offices and
online at: http://
forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/
mainservlet

Nomination forms for the 2004
election must be postmarked or
received by close of business in the
local FSA office by September 3,
2004.

Those eligible to particpate in a
local FSA program may be nomi-
nated for the committee.  Individu-
als may nominate themselves or
others as a candidate.  In addition,
organizations representing socially
disadvantaged farmers or ranchers
may nominate candidates.

Don’t Miss Out on Voting

Ballots will be mailed to voters by
November 8 and must be returned
to the FSA county office or post-
marked by December 6.


