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Chapter 16.
Consumer Expenditures
and Income
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The Current Survey
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Sample Design

Selection of households
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Table 1. Analysis of responses in the Consumer Expenditure Survey, 2001

Housing units designated for the survey ................................. 47,998 25,600
  Less Type B or C nonresponses ........................................... 9,158 5,037
Equals eligible units ................................................................... 38,840 20,563
  Less Type A nonresponses .................................................... 8,527 5,159
Equals Interview units ............................................................... 30,313 15,404
Percent of eligible units interviewed .......................................... 78.0 74.9

Interview survey Diary surveySample unit
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Precision of the estimates
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Food ......................................................... $5,158 $66 1.28
Housing ................................................... 12,318 149 1.21
Apparel .................................................... 1,853 39 2.10
Transportation ......................................... 7,417 101 1.36
Health care .............................................. 2,066 30 1.46
Entertainment .......................................... 1,864 36 1.91
Personal care .......................................... 564 8 1.41
Cash contributions .................................. 1,192 97 8.12
Personal insurance and pensions .......... 3,365 55 1.63
Other ....................................................... 2,244 — —

All items ................................................. $38,041 $337 0.89

Table 2. Precision of the Consumer Expenditure Survey expenditure estimates, integrated Diary and
Interview survey data, 2000

Item category
Average annual
expenditure per
consumer unit,

Standard error
SE (    )

Coefficient of
variation, CV (    )

(in percent)
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