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The following notes highlight and summarize reference information concerning HIV/AIDS prevention and
outreach to rural communities of color within the United States.  This information was given during the
National Rural Health Association’s (NRHA) Teleconference coordinated in conjunction with The
Department of Health and Human Services, Office of HIV/AIDS Policy (OHAP). The teleconference took
place on Wednesday, January 28th, 2004 with over 67 participants from across the nation.

The Department of Health and Human Services’ (DHHS) Approach to Fighting the
HIV/AIDS Epidemic in Rural Communities of Color

As stated by DHHS, Office of HIV/AIDS Policy (OHAP) Director, Christopher Bates:

1. The Department is committed to ensuring that the resources follow the disease.  This means
that rural America, which is disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS.

2. To help us better understand the assets we have and the challenges we face, HHS is working
to improve communications both inside and outside the Department. A top priority is
spreading the word about successful rural HIV/AIDS prevention, care and treatment
programs so that those programs can be replicated.

3.  We are committed to fiscal accountability and accountability on outcome measurements.

4. We are using the ABC approach as part of our comprehensive response to the HIV/AIDS
epidemic. We are encouraging young people to delay sexual activity. We are reminding
sexually active individuals of the importance of faithfulness and monogamy. And we are
encouraging those who engage in high-risk behavior to use condoms consistently and
correctly.

5. We must emphasize the importance of routine HIV testing and alert the public to the
availability and benefits of rapid testing. This is especially important for rural residents—who
often face difficulty in finding testing sites, or who avoid being tested for confidentiality
reasons.

6. We look at HIV in the context of other health disparities. Given the limited access to health
care in many rural areas, this approach is critical if we hope to halt the epidemic.

7. Vaccines are part of a comprehensive HIV/AIDS approach that includes prevention, care, and
treatment. If we are to produce an effective HIV vaccine, we need to increase the number of
women, minorities, and rural residents participating in clinical trials.
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The Department of Health and Human Services’ (DHHS) Approach to Fighting the

HIV/AIDS Epidemic in Rural Communities of Color: (Continued)

In summary, the Department of Health and Human Services’ new HIV initiative is lending new

momentum to prevention efforts in the United States by:

· emphasizing HIV testing as a routine part of care

· encouraging greater access to HIV testing

· increasing attention on prevention among HIV-positive persons

The Department is committed to working with the NRHA, our grantees, and other rural health

care professionals to stem the tide of the epidemic and protect the lives and health of our rural

residents.

� It is estimated that there are at least 40,000 new HIV infections in the U.S.
each year and 50% occur among people of color.

� One-half of all new infections are among people under 25 years of age.
� Women account for 32% off HIV cases reported in the year 2000 and
� There are over 250,000 persons living with HIV in the U.S. who don’t know

their status.

Additional Federal Resource Information:

HRSA Rural Assistance Web Site: www.raconline.com

HRSA Rural Health Policy Office: www.ruralhelath.hrsa.gov

DHHS, Center for Faith-based and Community Initiatives: www.hhs.gov/faith
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AIDS Education & Training Centers (AETCs)

Delta Region AETC
Louisiana State University Health
Sciences Center
Dept. of Public Health & Preventive
Medicine
136 South Roman Street, 3rd Floor
New Orleans, LA 70112
Phone: 504-903-0788
Fax: 504-903-7893
Web:  http://www.deltaaetc.org

Contact:
Jane Martin, MA, RN, FNP, Principal
Investigator & Project Director
Email: aharris4@lsuhsc.edu

States:  LA, MS, AR

Florida/Caribbean AETC
USF Center for HIV Education and
Research
University of South Florida
13301 Bruce B. Downs Blvd.,
MHC – 1338
Tampa, FL 33612
Phone:  813-974-4430
Fax:  813-974-8451
Web: http://www.FAETC.org

States:  Florida, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands

Contact:
Michael D. Knox, PhD, Director& University
Professor
Email:   Contact@FAETC.org

Midwest AETC (MATEC)
The University of Illinois, Chicago
Jane Addams College of Social Work (M/C
779)
1640 West Roosevelt Road, Ste. 511
Chicago, Il 60608-1313
Phone:  312-996-1373
Fax:  312-4134184
Web:  http://www.matec.info

Contact:
Nathan Linsk, PhD, Principal Investigator,
Professor
Email: matec@uic.edu

States: IL, IA, MO, IA, MI, MA, WN

Mountain Plains AETC
Dept. of Medicine, Div. of Infectious
Diseases
University of Colorado Health Science
Center
4200 East 9th Ave.
Campus Box A089
Denver, CO 80262
Phone: 303-315-2516
Fax:  303-315-2514
Web: http://www.uchsc.edu/sm/aids

Contact:  Constance Benson, MD Professor
of Medicine & Principal Investigator

States:  CO, KS, NE, NM, ND, SD, UT, WY
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AIDS Education & Training Centers (AETCs)

New England AETC
Office of Community Programs
University of Massachusetts Medical School
23 Miner St., Floor G
Boston, MA 02215-3318
Phone: 617-262-5657
Fax: 617-262-5667
Web: http://www.neaetc.org

Contact : Donna Gallagher, MS, RNC, ANP,
FAAN, Director & Principal Investigator
Email: aidsed@neaetc.org

States: RI, NH, CT, ME, VT, MA,

New York/New Jersey AETC
Mailman School of Public Health
Columbia University
722 West 168th Street, 11th floor
New York, NY 10032
Phone: 212-305-8291
Fax:  212-305-3702
Web:  http://www.nynjaetc.org

Contact:  Allan Rosenfield, MD Principal
Investigator
Email:  ar32@columbia.edu

Mailman School of Public Health
Columbia University
Socio Medical Sciences
722 West 168th Street, 9th floor
New York, NY 10032
Phone: 212-305-1166
Fax:  212-305-0506
Web:  http://www.nynjaetc.org

Contact:  Nancy VanDevanter, Dr PH Co-
Principal Investigator & Director, Center for
Applied Public Health
Email:  ar32@columbia.edu

Univ. of Medicine & Dentistry of NJ
University Hopsital, HB-240
150 Bergen Street
P.O. Box 1709
Newark, NJ 07101
Phone:  973-972-7115
Fax:  973-972-2252
Web:  http://www.nynjaetc.org

Contact:  Patricia C. Kloser, MD, MPH, Co-
Principal Investigator & Clinical Director
Email: Kloserpa@umdnj.edu

States: NY, NJ

Northwest AETC
Center for Health Education and Research
University of Washington
901 Boren Ave., Suite 1100
Seattle, WA 98104
Phone:  206-685-6844
Fax:  206-221-4945
Web:  http://www.northwestaetc.org

Contact:  David Spach, MD, Clinical Director
& Principal Investigator

Contact:  Bernadette Lalonda, PhD,
Program Director
Email:  lalonde@u.washington.edu

States:  OR, ID, MT, WA, AK
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Pacific AETC
Department of Family & Community
Medicine
University of California, San Francisco
74 New Montgomery Street, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94105-3444
Phone:  415-597-8198
Fax:  415-597-9386
Web:  http://www.ucsf.edu/paetc

Contact:  E. Micheal Reyes, MD, MPH,
Director & Principal Investigator
Email:  paetc@psg.ucsf.edu
Email:  mreyes@psg.ucsf

States:  AZ, CA, HI, NV

Pennsylvania / Mid-Atlantic AETC
University of Pittsburgh
Graduate School of Public Health
Dept. Of Infectious Diseases and
Microbiology
130 DeSoto Street, G15 Parran Hall
Pittsburgh, PA 15261
Phone:  412-624-1895
Fax:  412-624-4767
Web:  http://www.pamaaetc.org

Contact:  Linda Frank, PhD, MSN, ACRN,
Principal Investigator & Project Director
Email:  Frankie@pitt.edu

States:  DE, MD, DC, OH, PA, VA, WV

Southeast AETC
Dept. of Family and Preventive Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine
735 Gatewood Road, NE
Atlanta, GA 303322-4950
Phone:  404-727-2929
Fax:  404-727-4562
Web:  www.seatec.emory.edu

Contact:  Ira K. Schwartz, MD, Director and
Associate Professor
Contact:  Felicia Guest, MPH
Email:  seatec@emory.edu

States:  AL, KY, NC, SC, TN, GA

Texas/Oklahoma AETC
Parkland Health & Hospital System
1936 Amelia Court
Dallas, TX 75235
Phone:  214-590-2181
Fax:  214-590-2184
Web: http://www.aidseducation.org

Contact:  Philip Keiser, MD, Principal
Investigator
Email:  samore@parknet.pmh.org

States:  OK, TX

National Centers (4)

National HIV/AIDS Clinicians’
Consultation Center (NCCC)
Dept. of Family & Community Medicine
University of California, San Francisco
San Francisco General Hospital
995 Potrero Avenue, Building 80-83
San Francisco, CA 94110
Phone:  415-206-3978
Fax:  415-476-3454
Web:  http://www.ucsf.edu/hivcntr/

Contact:  Ronald Goldschmidt, MD, Director
Email:  rgoldschmidt@nccc.ucsf.edu

Contact:  Sharif R. Sawires, Coordinator
Email:  Ssawires@nccc.ucsf.edu

National Evaluation Center
-To be announced
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National Minority AETC
Howard University
2112 Georgia Ave., NW, 1st Floor
Washington, DC 20059
Phone:  202-865-3495
Fax:  202-865-3495
Web:  http://www.nmaetc.org

Contact:  John McNeil, MD Principal
Investigator
Email:  jmcneil@howard.edu

National Resource Center

François-Xavier Bagnoud Center
University of Medicine& Dentistry of New
Jersey
30 Bergen Street, ADMC 4
Newark, NJ 07107
Phone:  973-972-0410
Fax:  973-972-0399
Web:  http://www.aidsetc.org

Contact:  Linda S. Podhurst, PhD, Principal
Investigator
Email:  podhurli@umdnj.edu

Contact:  Debra Kandor, PhD, Project
Manager
Email:  kantor@umdnj.edu


