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In July, agriculture and conmerce mnisters fromBenin, Burkina Faso,
Chad and Mali toured U S cotton production, processing, narketing and
research facilities. The teamtraveled to North Garolina, Tennessee and
Texas to explore ways in which Wst Africa s cotton industry can nod-
ernize its operations. Wile on the tour, the Vst African nministers and
thei r Véshi ngton, DG based anbassadors net with representatives of
vari ous industry associations, conpanies and |and grant universities.
They recei ved an overview of the entire US cotton industry from
research, devel opnent and genetics to ginning, grading, narketing and
exporting. In Véshington, DG the group net wth US cotton industry
representatives to discuss investnent needs and opportunities, and
wth US governnent officials to discuss technical assistance and
capaci ty building prograns. The neeting provided an opportunity to
discuss the priorities identified at the Science and Technol ogy
Mnisteria Gnference i n Quagadougou, Burkina Faso in June. A that
conference, participants highlighted Arica’'s urgent need for technical
assi stance and training to hel p devel op transparent and predi ctabl e reg-
ul atory systens that encourage investnent and the formati on of pub-
lic-private partnerships. These systens enabl e higher agricultural pro-
ductivity, leading to inproved food security, nore jobs and increased
trade and econom c grow h.

FAS invites conpanies to exhibit organic food products in the USA
Pavilion at B oFach 2005 in Nurenberg, Gernany, Feb. 24-27, 2005.
Hld annual ly, BoFach is the world's leading internati onal organic trade
exhibition. In 2004, the show wel coned 1, 900 exhi bitors and nearly
30,000 trade visitors from67 countries. Misitors cone froma w de
spect rumof busi nesses and i ncl ude whol esal ers, retailers, producers,
inporters and exporters. The WSA Pavilion at B oFach 2005 offers a
variety of participation alternatives designed to neet the objectives of
all prospective exhibitors—conpl ete booth, work station, pavilion space
only, newto-narket showcase and service package.

For nore information on exhibiting products in the WSA Pavilion at
B oFach 2005, or for infornation on other USDA supported shows, con-
tact Sharon Gook at: Tel.: (202) 720-3425; Enail:
Shar on. Cook@sda. gov

Wne inports to Hingary are increasing as a result of a dramatic drop in
the country’s wine inport tariffs from62 to 8 percent. This provides a
uni que opportunity for US wne exporters to position their products in
the rapidy expandi ng narket of this new nenber of the European

Lhi on. DO sposabl e per capita incone is growng, and Hingarians are
ready to spend extra noney on quality wnes. US wne exporters inter-
ested in the Hiungarian narket should act now before ot her producers
seize theinitiative inthis narket.




